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April 25, 2000 


In re: Patent Application of 
W. DAVID MOTSON 
Our File No. 5626 

Box Patent Apphcation 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 


On behalf of the AppUcant, we are pleased to present herewith apphcation for 
Letters Patent entitled "Portable Organizer" comprising the specification, claims, declaration, 
petition and power of attorney and three paper copies of two sheets of formal drawings. Also 
enclosed is an original executed verified statement claiming small entity status. 

We are enclosing herewith our check in the amount of $345 for the fihng fee. 
Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment of this fee to the undersigned's deposit 
account No. 12-1023. 

Respectfully submitted, 




NORMAN E. LEHRER 
Registration No. 26,561 


In re: Patent Application of 
W. DAVID MOTSON 
Attorney Docket No. 5626 


VERIFIED STATEMENT CLAIMING SMALL ENTITY STATUS 

I, W. David Motson, hereby declare that I quahfy as an independent inventor as 
defined in 37 CF.R. L9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees under Section 41(a) and (b) of 
Title 35, United States Code, to the Patent and Trademark Office with regard to the invention 
entitled "Portable Organizer" described in the specification filed herewith. 

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed or hcensed and am under no obligation 
under contract or law to assign, grant, convey or license, any rights in the invention to any 
person, concern or organization. 

I acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any 
change in status, resulting in loss of entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the 
time of paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any maintenaace fee due after the date on which 
status as a small entity is no longer appropriate. (37 C.F.R. L28(b)) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information aad belief are believed to be true; and fiirther that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willfiil false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Titie 18 of the United 
States Code, and that such willfiil false statements may jeopardize the vahdity of the appUcation 
or any patent issuing thereon. 


Dated: ^P5^^^ 



PORTABLE ORGANIZER 


Background of the Invention 

The present invention is directed toward an organizer and more 
particularly, toward a portable organizer which includes a variety of holders which 
secure various personal organizational Items within the organizer including an 
adjustable clamp which can grip a personal data assistant device. 

People today are traveling or are on the road on a daily basis for work or 
pleasure and are away from their office or home more frequently. As a result, they often 
find themselves carrying more and more personal and organizational items, such as 
business cards, credit cards, notebooks, writing implements, and calendars with them. 
A common way to carry such items is by way of an organizer or portfolio. Typically, an 
organizer includes a foldable case with a zipper. Within the case are pockets, straps, or 
other storage compartments so that notebooks, writing implements, and the like may be 
carried therein. The problem with such cases, however, is that they are not capable of 
holding devices such as cellular phones and personal data assistant devices which are 
commonly used today. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,839,553 to Dorsam discloses a briefcase organizer. 
This device includes a briefcase with cases where each case is essentially a tray of 
.compartments for housing various organizational items such as a stapler, scissors, 
paper clips, a ruler, etc. The compartments of each tray have a common lid. This 


organizer, however, would not be suitable for securing a cellular phone or personal data 
assistant device which should be securely held in place. 

A need exists for a portable, compact organizer which is able to securely 
store a wide variety of organizational items as well as modern conveniences such as 
personal data assistant devices and cellular phones. 

Summary of the Invention 

The present invention is designed to overcome the deficiencies of the 
prior art discussed above. It is an object of the present invention to provide a portable 
organizer which includes various holders such as an adjustable clamp. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an adjustable 
clamp which may securely hold a personal data assistant device. 

In accordance with the illustrative embodiments demonstrating features 
and advantages of the present invention, there is provided an organizer which includes 
a foldable case having an interior compartment. The case may have a zipper along its 
periphery. Located within the compartment are various holders for securing a wide 
variety of personal organizational items such as business cards, notepads, an 
identification card, etc. Also located within the compartment is an adjustable clamp 
which may be used to grip a personal data assistant device. The clamp includes an 
upper bracket, a lower bracket, and an elastic member attached to the brackets. The 
lower bracket may be mounted to the case. The upper bracket should not be attached 
to the case. Covering the elastic member is a piece of material sewn or otherwise 
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attached to the case. The cover acts as a guide in order to maintain the clamp in place. 
A personal data assistant, such as a miniature electronic device, PALM PILOT, or the 
like may be gripped by the clamp by extending the upper bracket upwardly so that the 
device may rest on the lower bracket and against the cover member. The upper bracket 
is then released so that the upper bracket grips the device and holds it in place. Rubber 
or foam pads may be placed on the upper and lower brackets where the device 
contacts the brackets so that the device is not scratched or othen/vise damaged by the 
brackets. 

Other objects, features, and advantages of the invention will be readily 
apparent from the following detailed description of a preferred embodiment thereof 
taken in conjunction with the drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

For the purposes of illustrating the invention, there is shown in the 
accompanying drawings one form which is presently preferred; it being understood that 
the invention is not intended to be limited to the precise arrangements and 
instrumentalities shown. 

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of the organizer of the present 

invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing only the adjustable clamp of the 
organizer of the present invention and a miniature electronic device being held therein; 
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Figure 3 is a perspective view of the adjustable clamp of the organizer of 
the present invention without the electronic device; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the adjustable clamp of the organizer of 
the present invention disassembled from the organizer; and 

Figure 5 is an exploded view of the adjustable clamp of the organizer of 
the present invention. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

Referring now to the drawings in detail wherein like reference numerals 
have been used throughout the various figures to designate like elements, there is 
shown in Figure 1 an organizer constructed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention and designated generally as 10. 

The organizer includes a foldable case 12 having a left side 14, a right 
side 16, and an interior compartment 18. Along the periphery of the case 12 is a zipper 
20 so that the case 12 may be folded and zippered closed. Secured within the case 12, 
on the right side 16, is a holder 22 for a notepad 24. A pocket or holder 26 for a 
personal identification card is secured on the left side 14 and a holder in the form of an 
adjustable clamp 28 is also secured on the left side. {See Figure 1.) It should be 
realized, however, that while only three holders are shown, a number of holders, such 
as straps, pockets, etc. may be located within the compartment and may hold a variety 
of personal organizational items such as a cellular phone, business cards, credit cards, 
keys, writing implements, etc. Furthermore, the arrangement of the holders within the 


case may vary. Also, it should be realized that the size of the case may vary. The case 
may be made from leather, vinyl, combinations of leather and fabric, or the like material. 
The holders may be made from plastic, metal, any like material, or any combinations 
thereof. 

The adjustable clamp 28 includes an upper bracket 30 and a lower 
bracket 32. The upper bracket 30 has a back 34 which extends downwardly. Extending 
outwardly from the top of the back 34 is a front member 36. A flange 38 extends 
upwardly from the front member 36. (See Figure 5.) The front member 36 has a 
downwardly facing surface 40 which has a pad 42 made from rubber, foam, or the like 
attached thereto. The purpose of the pad will be discussed in greater detail below. 

The lower bracket 32 is generally L-shaped and has an upwardly 
extending back 44 and a bottom member 46 which extends outwardly from the bottom 
of the back 44. (See Figure 5.) The bottom member 46 has an upwardly facing surface 
48 which also has a pad 50 made from mbber, foam, or the like attached thereto. 
Again, the purpose of the pad will be discussed in greater detail below. 

The clamp 28 also includes an elastic member 52 which extends between 
the upper bracket 30 and the lower bracket 32 and is attached to the backs 34 and 44. 
Located along the back 34 of the upper bracket 30 and the back 44 of the lower bracket 
32 are means for retaining the elastic member 52 to the brackets 30 and 32. Such 
means may be prongs 54a-54h which hook onto the elastic member 52. That Is, the 
prongs 54a-54d on the back 34 may face upwardly and the prongs 54e-54h on the back 
44 may face downwardly. The elastic member 52 is hooked onto these prongs 54a-54h. 


(See Figure 5.) It should be realized, liowever, that this is just one example of a means 
for retaining the elastic member and that other means known In the art may also be 
used, alone or in combination with each other. For example, as seen in Figure 4, the 
elastic member 52 may also be riveted to the upper bracket 30 and to the lower bracket 
32 or attached via pins or bolts 56a-56d. 

In order for the clamp 28 to be positioned within the case 12, the upper 
bracket 30 should not actually be attached to the case. The elastic member 52 is 
attached to the brackets 30 and 32. The lower bracket 32 is held in place by a cover 58 
which is stitched to the left side 14 so that the bottom member 46 extends through a 
slot 60 in the lower part of the cover 58. The front member 36 and flange 38 of the 
bracket 30 extend over the top of the cover 58. (See Figure 3.) The cover 58 acts as a 
guide or means for maintaining the clamp in place. The cover 58 may be made from 
fabric, leather, or the like material. 

In order to fit a miniature electronic device 62 such as a PALM PILOT or 
the like into the clamp, the flange 38 of the upper bracket 30 is grasped by the user and 
is pushed upwardly so that the device 62 may be properly positioned. That is, the 
bottom of the device is placed against the pad 50 located on the lower bracket 32 and 
the back of the device is positioned against the cover 58. The upper bracket 30 may 
then be released. The pad 42 located on the upper bracket 30 rests against the top of 
the device 62. The device 62 is now securely held within the clamp 28. (See Figure 2.) 
The pads act as buffers or protective means which prevent the device from being 
scratched or otherwise damaged by the brackets. Furthermore, the elastic member 
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allows height and width adjustments to be made so that differently sized devices may 
be held by the clamp. 

The present invention may be embodied In other specific fomns without 
departing from the spirit or essential attributes thereof and accordingly, reference 
should be made to the appended claims rather than to the foregoing specification as 
indicating the scope of the invention. 
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I CLAIM: 


1 . A portable organizer comprising: 

a foldable case having an interior compartment and a plurality of holders 
located therein, said plurality of holders including an adjustable clamp for securing a 
miniature electronic device, said clamp including an upper bracket, a lower bracket, and 
an elastic member attached to said upper and lower brackets; at least one of said 
brackets being moveable away from the other of said brackets and said brackets being 
biased toward each other by said elastic member. 

2. The portable organizer of Claim 1 wherein said upper bracket 
includes a back, a front member extending outwardly from said back, and a flange 
extending upwardly from said front member and said lower bracket includes a back and 
a bottom member extending outwardly from said back of said lower bracket. 

3. The portable organizer of Claim 2 wherein said back of said upper 
bracket and said back of said lower bracket has means for retaining said elastic 
member on said bracket. 

4. The portable organizer of Claim 3 wherein said retaining means 
includes prongs. 

5 The portable organizer of Claim 1 wherein said clamp further 
includes means for maintaining said clamp in place, said maintaining means being 
attached to said case. 
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6. The portable organizer of Claim 5 wherein said maintaining means 

is a cover. 

7. The portable organizer of Claim 1 wherein said upper and lower 
brackets include means for protecting the miniature electronic device. 

8. The portable organizer of Claim 7 wherein said protecting means 
includes a pad located on each of said brackets. 
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PORTABLE ORGANIZER 


Abstract of the Disclosure 

A portable organizer which includes a foldable case having an interior 
compartment Is disclosed. The case may have a zipper along its periphery. Located 
within the compartment are various holders for securing a wide variety of personal 
organizational items such as business cards, notepads, an identification card, etc. Also 
located within the compartment is an adjustable clamp which may be used to grip a 
personal data assistant device. The clamp includes an upper bracket, a lower bracket, 
and an elastic member attached to the brackets. The lower bracket may be secured to 
the case. The upper bracket should not be attached to the case. Covering the elastic 
member is a piece of material sewn or othenwise attached to the case The cover acts 
as a guide in order to maintain the clamp in place. A personal data assistant, such as a 
miniature electronic device or PALM PILOT may be gripped by the clamp by extending 
the upper bracket upwardly so that the device may rest on the lower bracket and 
against the covering member. The upper bracket is then released so that the upper 
bracket grips the device and holds it in place. Rubber or foam pads may be placed on 
the upper and lower brackets where the device contacts the brackets so that the device 
is not scratched or otherwise damaged by the brackets. 
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DECLARATION 


I, W. David Motson, hereby declare that: 

I am a citizen of the United States, residing in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, and 
having a post office address of 417 Columbia Boulevard, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled "Portable Organizer," the 
specification of which is attached hereto. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above- 
identified specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the 
examination of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.56(a). 

I have not previously filed any foreign apphcations for patent or inventor's 

certificate. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are beheved to be true; and fiirther that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willfixl false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application 
or any patent issued thereon. 


POWER OF ATTORNEY 


I hereby appoint Norman E. Lehrer, Registration No. 26,561, and Vanitha M. 
Elgart, Registration No. 41,445, whose address is 1205 North Kings Highway, Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey 08034, and whose telephone number is 856-429-4100, as my attorneys with full power of 
substitution and revocation, to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent 
and Trademark Office connected herewith. 

PETITION 

Wherefore I pray that Letters Patent be granted to me for the invention or 
discovery described and claimed in the foregoing specification and claims, and I hereby 
subscribe my name to the foregoing specification and claims, declaration, power of attorney and 
this petition. 


Dated: 



